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What questions do student have?  What don’t they know?



I AM NOT A GUIDANCE COUNSELOR!

Where do you want students to go to get the answers to their 
questions?

You are a teacher
You have been to college
You are preparing students for college
Your school needs to offer services to families
You have brothers and sisters in Christ who need help



“I have no idea what I want to do.”
1. Pray about it.  Explain what this means.  Follow up with the 

student.

2. What are you interested in?

3. Spend some time talking.  Ask people.  Visit.

4. Spend time reading/researching.

5. DON’T PANIC.  MANY STUDENTS DON’T KNOW.  MANY 
COLLEGES DON’T LET YOU DECLARE A MAJOR UNTIL 
YOUR SECOND YEAR.



“I have no idea what I want to do.”
RESOURCES:

Books:

What Color is Your Parachute?, for Teens, Third Edition: Discover Yourself, 
Design Your Future, and Plan for Your Dream Job by Carol Christens and Richard 
Bolles

Do What You Are: Discover the Perfect Career for You Through the Secrets of 
Personality Types  by Paul D. Tieger

Teens Guide to College & Career Planning by Justin Muchnick (Peterson’s)



“I have no idea what I want to do.”
ONLINE RESOURCES:

Occupational Outlook Handbook www.bis.gov/oco

Mapping Your Future www.mappingyourfuture.org

LiveCareer www.livecareer.com

Monster www.monster.com

California Career Zone www.cacareerzone.org/

Bureau of Labor and Statistics www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/articles.htm

www.bls.gov/ooh/

**College Data- compare stats for colleges www.collegedata.com/

http://www.bis.gov/oco
http://www.mappingyourfuture.org
http://www.livecareer.com
http://www.monster.com
http://www.cacareerzone.org/
https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/articles.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://www.collegedata.com/








“ It’s so overwhelming.  I don’t know how to start.”

1. Teach college vocabulary.  Explain things to them: college credits, transcript, a 
college schedule for a semester, general education classes, program specific 
classes

2. Have students research degree requirements.  
https://www.bju.edu/academics/programs/business-administration/

http://catalogue.uncw.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=41&poid=6991

3. Teach students how to write a personal essay.  Assign personal essays in high 
school, starting grade 9 or earlier.   

4. Have students create an account  on sites like: The Common App, Big Future

https://www.bju.edu/academics/programs/business-administration/
http://catalogue.uncw.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=41&poid=6991








https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search


“How do I get financial aid?”
DO YOUR RESEARCH!

www.educationplanner.org

http://www.youcandealwithit.com/

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources

Every year the U.S. Department of Education gives over $120 billion in federal 
grants, loans and work-study funds to more than 13 million college students.  The 
FAFSA may also determine your eligibility for state and school aid.

http://www.educationplanner.org
http://www.youcandealwithit.com/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources


www.educationplanner.org

http://www.educationplanner.org


www.educationplanner.org

http://www.educationplanner.org


http://www.youcandealwithit.com/

http://www.youcandealwithit.com/


http://www.youcandealwithit.com/

http://www.youcandealwithit.com/


https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources


“How do I find scholarships?”  Cappex.com

https://www.cappex.com/


“How do I find scholarships?”



“How do I find scholarships?”

https://www.fastweb.com/

https://www.fastweb.com/


Cappex.com

Fastweb.com

Bigfuture.com

Parent’s work, social organizations

Google it !!

“How do I find scholarships?”

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/grants-and-scholarships/where-to-find-college-scholarships


1. Get an FSA ID number.  This is the username and password 
for federal student aid websites.  
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/fsaid

2. Start the FAFSA at https://fafsa.ed.gov/

3. Complete all of the parts: student demographic, parent 
demographic, financial information (using last year’s tax 
information)

4. Send FAFSA to schools of your choice

FAFSA steps

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/fsaid
https://fafsa.ed.gov/


For more information and details and links, visit 
HOMEROOM, the official blog of the U.S. Department of 
Education. 

**Federal Aid is first-come-first-served in NC & SC

https://blog.ed.gov/2017/09/8-steps-to-filling-out-the-fafsa-form/


How to promote 

Christian Colleges.



https://myblueprintstory.com/

https://myblueprintstory.com/




https://www.focusonthefamily.com/magazine/college-guide-2017

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/magazine/college-guide-2017


Resources for Christians:

1. How to Stay Christian in College by J. Budziszewski

2. 10 Things Every Christian Should Know for College by 

Austin Gentry

3. Preparing Your Teens for College: Faith, Friends, Finances, 

and Much More  by Alex Chediak

4. Thriving at College: Make Great Friends, Keep Your Faith, 
and Get Ready for the Real World!  By Alex Chediak



Suggestions for your school:
1. Include college prep topics in your classes:

Application essays in English

Using college websites in computer class

Financial aid in Economics or math class

2. Parent seminar/workshop
3. Invite guest speaker to discuss financial aid.  Ask a local 

college or a bank representative.  Try Wells Fargo.  

https://www.wellsfargomedia.com/getcollegeready/counselors.html






Suggestions for your school:
4.  Encourage college visits.  Create a policy allowing students to 
miss school without penalty.  Take student to visit colleges or to 
college fairs.

5.  Create a college-going culture in your school.  Talk about 
college during class.  Display your diplomas.  Create a bulletin 
board with college pennants.  Brag on your graduates and how 
they have succeeded.

 



6. Prepare student to be leaders in Christian groups on campus.  
Teach them about different groups they can participate in. 

7.  Expose them to some of the difficulties facing a Christian on 
a college campus and what their rights are.

Alliance Defending Freedom

Campus Ministry Link

InterVarsity 

Suggestions for your school:

https://www.adflegal.org/issues/religious-freedom/university/key-issues/access-and-association
https://campusministrylink.org/student/
https://intervarsity.org/about-us


Suggestions for your classroom:
1. Talk about college.  Demand college level work.  Remind 

them that they are in a college-prep class.
2. Emphasize having a foundation in Christ

Finding your self-worth in Christ will

help you stop comparing yourself to others.

prevent you from magnifying failures and misfortunes.

encourage you to pursue something you’re actually 
passionate about. 10 Things. . . by Austin Gentry, p 146-147


